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From the Committee
I think that this Bank Holiday has certainly
surpassed all previous ones weather-wise.
I hope you have all been able to find some
shade and coolness. The gardens are all
bursting into colour, and it certainly feels

very summery at the moment.

What a busy last month we have had with
the Grayshott Village Showcase, Plant
Sale, Club Night and visit to Little Brook
Fuchsias! I think we are blessed to have
such a thriving club and community,

which can only happen with a lot of hard-
working volunteers and the more that we
can share the load, the easier it becomes
to flourish, so do speak to any of the

Committee, if you want to get involved.
On that note, we are going to need some
volunteers to help Jane in the kitchen at
the June club night. If you are able to

help, please contact Jane at
janejones234@hotmail.com

June is also going to be a very busy month
in the garden, as well as our intriguing talk

at Club Night and our two visits to
Apuldram Roses and Pepperpot Herbs.
Enjoy the sunshine and I look forward to

seeing you at the next Club Night.

Carmen Harvey-Browne
membership@grayshottgardeners.

net

Grayshott Village Showcase
Membership Secretary Carmen Harvey-
Browne hosted the Grayshott Gardeners
stand at Grayshott Village Showcase on

Friday 1st May. It was wonderful to see so
many village organisations come together

to promote their activities and
enthusiasm.

The event clearly demonstrated the
strength of our local community and
made a strong impression on EHDC’s
Community Development Officer, who
later spoke about the vital role that

volunteers and community organisations
play in supporting a thriving rural parish.
It was, in many ways, a blueprint for a
healthy community which Grayshott
Gardeners is proud to be part of.

Several information
leaflets were handed out
and Rev. Jeremy Haswell
signed up as a member.
Please make sure to

welcome him at a future
meeting.

If you want to find out more about our
local community you can subscribe to the

weekly Grayshott Parish
Council Newsletter at

Grayshott Parish Council –
Serving the people of

Grayshott

mailto:janejones234@hotmail.com
mailto:membership@grayshottgardeners.net
mailto:membership@grayshottgardeners.net
https://www.grayshott-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.grayshott-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.grayshott-pc.gov.uk/


May Meeting
’How to commit the perfect murder
(and how to put the body to use in

the garden afterwards)'

Guy Deakins

June Meeting

’Christopher Lloyd – His Life at
Great Dixter'

Stephen Anderton

More details on the talk can be found at:
grayshottgardeners.net/

Sue Wheeler, Stephen Anderton & Gordon Rae

Grayshott Gardeners is delighted to
welcome Guy Deakins as our speaker this

month.

Guy is a garden designer, plantsman and
author of 'Gardener's Guide to Protected

Growing: Creating a successful,
sustainable and healthy micro-climate in

the garden'.

As a trained design historian and design
psychologist he has an interest in

researching neuroaesthetics—the science
of how humans respond to beauty.

The topic of his intriguing talk is ’How to
commit the perfect murder (and how to

put the body to use in the garden
afterwards)’.

We were delighted to welcome Stephen
Anderton to talk to us this month. Stephen is a
renowned Sunday Times journalist, broadcaster,
photographer and author. He told us the story
of Christopher Lloyd – whose biography he

wrote in 2010.

“Christopher Lloyd (Christo) was one of the
greatest English gardeners of the twentieth

century, perhaps the finest plantsman of them
all”. So begins the biography that Christo

himself requested Stephen to write, some four
weeks before he died. His story is a captivating
one, that divides into two very distinct parts –
life with his mother Daisy, and life after her

death.

The plant sales team doing a sterling job as always!

The meeting will be held in
Grayshott Village Hall

Wednesday 10th June 2026
Free refreshments

Doors open at 7.15pm ready for the
meeting to begin at 8pm.

Dates for your Diary

https://grayshottgardeners.net/?p=8835


VISIT TO LITTLE BROOK FUCHSIAS - 19th May 2026
Despite its unassuming first impression, Little Brook Fuchsias was
an Aladdin’s Cave of hundreds of varieties of Fuchsias as well as

tables full of flowering summer plants.

Carol Gubler welcomed us all and gave us a talk about the nursery,
a quick demo of how to propagate fuchsias and the opportunity to explore the

greenhouses and see the fuchsias at their different stages of growth and flowering.

The added bonus was to discover a two-acre well established garden at the rear of the
greenhouses with a spectacular backdrop of poplar trees that seemed to reach up to the sky.
We were able to wander round the gardens before stopping for tea and the opportunity to

buy some of the wonderful plants on sale.

Carol is a fountain of knowledge and experience when it comes to fuchsias and single-
handedly manages the propagation and sale of the thousands of fuchsias that she produces.
Lots of purchases were made and for those of you who couldn’t make it this time, the nursery

is open Weds to Sunday (and bank holidays) from 9.30-5.00 until June 27th but do ring to
check to avoid disappointment (01252 329731 or 07817 272361,

www.littlebrookfuchsias.co.uk).

LITTLE BROOK FUCHSIAS
ASH GREEN, GU12 6HL

Tuesday, 19  May 2026th

No Charge - includes tea and coffee

2.30pm - Meet there

www.grayshottgardeners.net 

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS VISITS

Guided tour of specialist
Fuchsia Nursery selling over

400 different types of
fuchsias from those with tiny

flowers to large doubles.

(NUMBERS LIMITED TO 30)

Events Coordinator
Carmen Harvey-Browne

Carol Gubler

http://www.littlebrookfuchsias.co.uk


MAY PLANT SALE
The anticipation was bubbling in the hall as the Chair

reported a queue forming outside, and the many willing
volunteers who’d been busy with final preparations that
Saturday morning took their last gulp of coffee and stood

ready alongside the laden tables.

The plant donations had flooded in on Friday evening and
had been sorted, grouped and priced. Members were so

generous with their contributions - whether a trayful or a carful, they all added to the
abundance and quality now on display in the hall.

The doors opened and people filed in cheerfully but purposefully – seeking out the plants on
their wish list, or simply browsing to come across the unknown or unexpected, filling the hall
with a buzz of happy chatter. Whether it was vegetables, herbaceous perennials, sweet peas

or alpines, there was something for every taste, and plants of every size too.

Plants were packed into bags and boxes, carried out to the car or left in the plant creche to
be collected later. Soon enough the tables were cleared of most of the stock, with the last

few customers making a note to come along earlier next year!

A big thank you to everyone who generously donated plants, to everyone who bought plants
at the May sale and at club night. And a very big thank you to all the volunteers who helped
with set up on Friday and who worked so hard on the day of the sale on Saturday – every

contribution made a difference.

It was a great team effort all round and most of all it was good fun and a
chance to get to know fellow members, to interact with our wider community

and to raise funds for our club.

We’re already planning ahead for next year! So watch this space… Jo Smithson



SHOWS
Even though there’s not a show to enter this month, now is not the time to ‘sit on your
laurels’ or indeed any other shrub! It’s a great time to plan ahead for the Summer Show
which will be held on Saturday 11 July. If you’re new to Grayshott Gardeners or perhaps

haven’t entered one of our shows before, now is the time to start thinking about entering.
With a total of 76 different classes spread across six categories there’s surely at least one

class that you could enter. It is great fun – honestly! Planning ahead
is all-important, so here are a few ideas:

• Try to keep the slugs away from your wonderful hostas, so that
you can enter Class 18

• Check your roses for blight or infestations to keep them in tip-
top condition ready for one of the rose classes

• Measure any suitable pots you could use for a container grown
exhibit. Class 32 sounds like a great one to enter as Rule 2

doesn’t apply… meaning that you can buy and pot up some annuals which look glorious
together

• Perhaps, inspired by the wonderful talk by Barry
Newman in March, you are growing some

vegetables for the first time. Just because you’re a
newbie it doesn’t mean that your produce won’t be
as good as other entries. Who knows, it might be

better. Whatever, it’s still fun to enter.

• The Floral Arrangement class for novices is entitled
‘Tins and Strings’. Hmmm! I think that requires

some forward planning, not least which tin(s) and
which string(s) to use.

• Try making some things in the Home Produce classes.
If your efforts don’t look too good, then only you
and your family need know; whatever, I’m sure
they’ll still taste yummy. While if you’re pleased
with your efforts, try to see if you can replicate

them for the show.

• I’m sure that you’ve taken a photo in the past of some
‘Favourite Blooms’, so now is the time to dig it out and enter the Photography class.

Happy planting!

Janet



Tombola contributions - 2026
Liz Munson has very kindly offered to organise the Tombola at the Summer Show, but we do need around

40 prizes so could you please consider donating any unwanted presents or unused items such as:

• Cosmetics e.g hand cream, shower gel
• Sweet biscuits
• Savoury biscuits

• Chocolate & sweets
• Household items e.g storage containers

• Photo frame
• Indoor plant pot
• Flowering plants

• Bulbs
• Books

Do please make sure the items are unopened and within their sell by date

and bring them along to the JUNE Club Night
Thank you!

If you wish to sign up for any of the events listed above, please contact Carmen at:

events@grayshottgardeners.net

EVENTS - 2026

APULDRAM ROSES
CHICHESTER, PO21 7EQ

Friday, 12th June 2026
£8 Members including tea party in the rose garden

10.30am - Meet there

www.grayshottgardeners.net 

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS VISITS

“As well as a place to browse
and buy roses, it is also a

lovely spot to visit to enjoy
the serenity of the gardens or
indulge in some tea and cake.
Whether it's a beautiful sunny
day or a rainy wet one, we will

always find you somewhere
nice to relax on our nursery

following a talk by the owner.”

PEPPERPOT HERBS
ALTON, GU34 3HL

Friday, 26  June 2026th

No Charge 
2.30pm - Meet there

www.grayshottgardeners.net 

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS VISITS

Commercial nursery
producing over 500,000 herb

plants annually.
Approximately 90-minute

guided tour with opportunity
to purchase plants.

 
No refreshments available. 

mailto:events@grayshottgardeners.net


Member Photos - Favourite Corner in My Garden
The theme for next month will be 'FAVOURITE ROSE IN MY GARDEN'. Photos must be taken by you in

your garden (they do not have to be recent). Please send your photo to
comms@grayshottgardeners.net by 22nd June.

Iris Roman Song

mailto:comms@grayshottgardeners.net


Member Spotlight
The unexpected benefits of volunteering at the RHS Wisley Garden

It's a great time of year to see all sorts of baby birds and animals. On one day at Wisley I
saw all of these. Of course I couldn't see the Great Tit chicks inside the urn but I could

certainly hear them as the parents flew in and out with food.

Liz Munson
If you are interested in volunteering then follow this link:

https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer

https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer


Jobs for this month - June

1. Plant up summer
hanging baskets and
containers

Choose vibrant
bedding plants for a
summer show or
herbs, shrubs and
evergreens for a long-
lasting display.

Gardening in June
(excerpts taken from the RHS website)

Summer arrives

June 21 is the longest day of the year, and the
extra light and warmth encourages the
garden to put on an exuberant burst of

growth. This brings some of the first harvests
from the vegetable garden, including tasty
new potatoes and salads. As the conditions
become drier, keen an eye on containers and
if you haven't got one, it's never a bad time to

install a water butt.

More Jobs for this month

Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads and early
potatoes

Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds

Mow lawns once a week if needed – but
consider leaving some areas uncut for wildlife

Plant out summer bedding

Stake tall or floppy plants

Prune many spring-flowering shrubs
Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and

prevent scorch

2. Use water wisely to keep your plants
thriving

Watering is key to
growing plants well, so
here we look at how to
get it just right. If you
haven't already got a
water butt, installing
one is a great way to
help the environment.

3. Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes

Removing the
sideshoots is simple –
every time you water,
check the plant for
any shoots in the
joint between the
leaf and the stem.

Obituary - Matt Biggs VMH

The Children's Trust
Please contact The Children's Trust directly if you

are interested.

Registered charity number 288018. TCT_2391 02/26

Book your free place here: 
 thechildrenstrust.org.uk/garden-event Scan here to book 

your free place

Visit our beautiful gardens in Tadworth for:

• Guided walks led by our Head Gardener
• Plant sale and raffle
• Refreshments

Everyone is welcome.

The Children’s Trust  
Open Garden
Saturday 20 June 2026, 10am-12pm 

©The Children’s Trust
The Children’s Trust, Tadworth Court, Tadworth, Surrey KT20 5RU 
Registered charity number 288018 TCT_2218 09/25

Sharing your garden or allotment with others is a 
wonderful way to raise both awareness and funds for 
children and young people living with a brain injury.

Plan a fun gardening 
workshop 

Open your garden  
in aid of The Children’s Trust

How you could get involved

Organise a  
plant sale 

Open your garden or 
allotment to the public

Host a tea party for 
family and friends

Or scan the QR code
Contact us to find out more.

thechildrenstrust.org.uk/open-garden 
getinvolved@thechildrenstrust.org.uk
01737 365 000 (Ext: 8622)

We were very sorry to hear
that Matt Biggs passed away
on 21st May 2026, aged 65.

Matt was a well loved
character in the gardening
world, known as “the nicest
man in horticulture” thanks
to his infectious enthusiasm
and warm personality. He

will be much missed.

Matt was a keynote speaker at our club in
September 2024.

Photo by Rachel Warne



GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

 
www.stonehillautomotives.co.uk

MOT’s
Tyres
Vehicle Servicing inc. Hybrid
Brakes
Exhaust, DPF & CAT’s

Suspension
Clutch
Timing Belts
Air Conditioning Service

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

The Avenue  |  Grayshott  |  Surrey  |  GU26 6LA

enquiries@ stonehillautomotives.co.uk   

CHURCH LANE

HEADLEY ROAD

FIND US HERE!
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CROSSWAYS ROAD

Caring & Reliable Service From Our Family To Yours

SCAN ME!

ALL MAKES & REPAIRS INCLUDING 

T 01428 713732

IN GRAYSHOTT
NEW GARAGE

OUR
NEW
HOME!

'



GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

'

we could tell you why you
should sell your home
with us, but...

don’t just take our
word for it.

“Having been left very disillusioned by our initial
choice of agent, we switched to Homes. Best
decision ever! Not only was the whole team
amazingly positive and proactive, they sold our house
very quickly, with the minimum of stress. We then
purchased our new house via Homes too; again,
another great experience. We would recommend this
estate agency wholeheartedly - thank you to you all”. 

Miss Polden

“Ross made myself and my partners first time
purchase so easy! He was always there if we had a
question that needed answering and was great at
communicating information. Overall, an exceptional
service. Thanks Ross from myself and Debbie”. 

Mr Davies

“Highly recommend Homes Estate Agents. They have
been so helpful through the whole process from
arranging viewings right the way through to
completion. Ross in particular was extremely helpful
and kept us in the loop from the offer being accepted
through to exchanging contracts. We are looking
forward to completing next week and appreciate all
of the help the team has provided. ”. 

Mrs Shoubridge
Proud sponsors of 
Grayshott Gardeners

The Square, Liphook,
Hampshire, GU30 7AB

01428 728520


