From the Main Committee

Meteorologists say that Spring starts on 1*
March — and about time too!

There may have been rain and even floods,
but there won’t be famine for those who
picked up their free pack of potatoes in
February. Mine are already chitting away
merrily, to be planted out at the end of
March and hopefully there will be a few
worth showing at the Summer Show. Even if
they look scabby, they will still taste good,
and there’s always the chance of winning the
Potato Cup...

| am very much looking forward to the March
speaker — Barry Newman, talking about
vegetable growing. Hopefully we can all
glean some ideas on how to improve our
crops, in terms of both quality and quantity.
For those who don’t grow veg, maybe this is
the year to give it a try.

For those of you who have renewed your
membership, thank you for doing so. It
wouldn’t be much of a club without
members. For those of you who have still not
decided, you have until the March club night
to renew at the fantastic price of only £20.

| look forward to seeing you there.

Alan Wright
admin@grayshottgardeners.net
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Can you help - Tombola Prizes

Sue Wheeler has kindly offered to run the
Tombola at the Spring Show, but we need around
40 prizes so could you please consider donating
any unwanted presents or unused items such as:

® Cosmetics e.g hand cream, shower gel
e Sweet biscuits
e Savoury biscuits
® Chocolate & sweets
* Household items e.g storage containers
* Photo frame
e Indoor plant pot

¢ Flowering plants
* Bulbs
® Books
and bring them to the March Club Night.
Thank you!

Raffle

A reminder that we have
a raffle at the March Club

', Night, so please bring
‘ some cash with you in
i order to purchase some

tickets.
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February Meeting

’The Function and Value of
Trees'

Jonathan Newell

:
E\; -

Graham Harvey-Browne & Jonathan Newell with the
widow-maker!

Well we were treated to a very
entertaining and interactive evening in
February with Jonathan Newell (Wisley
RHS Public Engagement Officer) for his
talk on Trees. He came armed with all

manner of twigs, cones (fir or otherwise)
and most importantly, chocolate! There
was much sniffing and tasting for those
who dared. Thanks to all our members
and guests who turned out on such a wet
evening.

Judith Rae & Amanda Dowden manning the Annual Potato
Competiton desk - we have some spare bags so if you missed
out then please contact shows@grayshottgardeners.net

More details on the talk can be found at:
grayshottgardeners.net/

Jonathan can be found at:
hthttps://www.youtube.com/@EkoGeeko

March Meeting

’Vegetable Growing:
Ideas and Advice'

Barry Newman

Grayshott Gardeners is delighted to
welcome Barry Newman this month.

Barry is a highly accomplished UK-based
horticulturist, RHS judge, and lecturer
specialising in growing vegetables for
exhibition. A former Chairman of the

National Vegetable Society, he is
renowned for expertise in, for example,
producing high-quality potatoes, onions,

and carrots.

He was awarded the 2022 Kew Guild
Medal for distinguished service to
horticulture.

There will be lots of ideas and advice on
how to grow great vegetables so do come
along and join us to hear all about it.

The meeting will be held in
Grayshott Village Hall
Wednesday 11" March 2026
Free refreshments & raffle

Doors open at 7.15pm ready for the
meeting to begin at 8pm.


https://grayshottgardeners.net/?p=8407
https://www.youtube.com/@EkoGeeko
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EVENTS - 2026

If you wish to sign up for any of the events listed below, please contact
Carmen at:

events@grayshottgardeners.net

FRIDAY 17" APRIL

VISIT TO VANN GARDEN, VANN LANE, HAMBLEDON, GUS8 4EF

10.30am Meet there

£20 Members including tea / coffee & cake

Payment due by 31st March either by card or cash at the March Club Night or by BACS:

Account: Grayshott Gardeners
Sort Code: 30-93-94

Account: 00806355
Reference: VANN

This internationally renowned five-acre garden is formed by a series of ‘rooms’ which
surround and complement a family home dating from the 16th century. From the old
Cottage Garden with delightfully informal planting in a formal setting, to the robust
Pergola of Bargate stone by W.D.Carée, the Arts and Crafts architect and great
grandfather of the present owners, to the Water Garden, laid out and planted by
Gertrude Jekyll in 1911, and the newly designed and planted Centenary Garden, Vann
offers inspiration to expert and amateur gardeners alike.
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EVENTS - 2026 contd
TUESDAY 19" MAY NS

N

SRS

VISIT TO LITTLE BROOK FUCHSIAS, ASH GREEN, GU12 6HL
2.30pm Meet there

No charge. Includes tea / coffee (NUMBERS LIMITED TO 30)

Guided tour of specialist Fuchsia Nursery selling over 400 different types of fuchsias from those with tiny
flowers to large doubles.

FRIDAY 12" JUNE

VISIT TO APULDRAM ROSES, CHICHESTER, PO21 7EQ,
10.30am Meet there

£8 Members including tea party in the rose garden

As well as a place to browse and buy roses, it is also a lovely spot to visit to
enjoy the serenity of the gardens or indulge in some tea and cake. Whether

it's a beautiful sunny day or a rainy wet one, we will always find you
somewhere nice to relax on our nursery following a talk by the owner.

FRIDAY 26th JUNE

VISIT TO PEPPERPOT HERBS, ALTON, GU34 3HL
2.30pm Meet there

No charge

Commercial nursery producing over 500,000 herb plants

annually. Approximately 90-minute guided tour with

opportunity to purchase plants. No refreshments available.

Galanthus

"Every garden in Grayshott should grow a
Galanthus"

G. 'E. A. Bowles' is one of my favourites.
G. 'Grumpy' was bought by Judith for me as a St.
Valentine's Day present
after | had romantically bought her a brand new
garage door for her 'special
birthday' present earlier!!!
G. 'E.A. Bowles' from guess who! G. 'Grumpy'




SHOWS - Focus on Novice Floral Arrangements

Calling all who love flowers!

| love playing with flowers and the Novice Floral
Arranging Class (Class 51) at our Spring Show is the
perfect place to start.

| felt 'Tulip Fest' which is perfect for a spring show
was simple as tulips are in the garden and not
expensive to buy. You can use biodegradable oasis,
chicken wire, pin holder, test tubes etc to create a
design that celebrates the tulip (see Advice on Page 8
of the Handbook). They must be predominant in this
design. So give it a go, have a glass of wine or a coffee
and just create for 30 mins.

A few tips. Always make sure your
mechanics are secure for that
movement in the car.

Always make smaller than the required
space allowed as tulips are known to
grow over night. Please contact me at a
Club Night for advice if you need it.

The Show Committee would love lots of
entries in the 3 Floral Arrangements classes as
the Inter-Village Floral Art Cup competition is

being held at the Hall as well, so it would be
grand if we showed what a great club we are.

| will be doing the Grayshott Gardeners club exhibit for that, so wish me luck too!

Sue Erler

Show Committee
Floral

Arrangement
Steward




The theme for next month will be 'Water In Your Garden'. Photos must be taken by you in your garden.
Please send your photo to comms@grayshottgardeners.net by 27th March.
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Member Spotlight

Less is more!

My lovely late mother-in-law was definitely a ‘let’s have one of everything’ type of gardener’
and was shocked when we were in a garden centre one day and | put two matching white
Clematis Montana in my trolley ... “but why would you do that when you could have two

different colours?”. She concluded that | was quite mad and it always makes me smile to this

day when they are both in flower and looking glorious on the front of our house.

My lovely late mother was much the same where bedding plants were concerned — boy did
she love a Liquorice Allsorts display — never happier than when she had every colour of the
rainbow clashing away merrily in one pot. I’d wander over to her with a tray of something |
considered ‘tasteful’ and she would wrinkle up her nose and stuff another multi-coloured
pack of pansies in her basket. Suffice to say the White Garden at Sissinghurst wouldn’t have
suited either of them...

But | digress... even though | am always telling anyone that
| asks that ‘less is more’ in terms of variety (not quantity — I’'m
firmly in the ‘plant in groups of 3’s, 5’s camp’) | seem to lose all
control where a pergola is concerned.

Before our lovely pergola was even conceived and built | had
bought two matching wisterias, in flower, in readiness... more
- < than enough for any self-respecting pergola. They then

suffered in their pots for a couple of years until | finally got them in the
ground... by which time they’d forgotten how to flower and were simply clinging to life. But,
in the ground they went and their first year | got 3 flowers, one of which | knocked off trying
to protect the buds from the frost with fleece!...

1st year crop

One new and ve y bare erg a ready for action Building dust sheet came in handy for some shade

The following year they were both happily smothered in flowers but | digress again...
Desperate for some coverage and some shade | decided that as the pergola had 4 other
posts | should jolly well have something growing up each of them.... An evergreen climber up
one (for winter coverage), a (rampant as it turns out) rambling rose up another, a jasmine
(for scent), and finally an Akebia quinata chocolate vine (which was supposed to be a lovely
dark red but turned out to be the white Alba variety — don’t you just hate it when that
happens!) ...



Member Spotlight contd

They lied!

You can see where this is going... February is wisteria pruning time — my problem — the
wisterias have been completely out manoeuvred by their companions, so much so that
pruning was impossible without first taming the others (none of which should really be
pruned at this time of the year)... and so | spent last week up a ladder with a machete
hacking back the Akebia and quite frankly am reconsidering the fate of all its pals as well!
The Plant Sale might do very well out of me for donations this year!

AP R —— Sl (N
If you look carefully you can see that rambling rose going
for the roof! It can only end in tears...

Moral of the story... Check the pruning times of any climbers that

are going to be up close and personal and if you only have budget

for one plant to cover a large structure then look no further than
Akebia ... or one wisterial

Karen Cozens




PLANT SALES

353.&: Grayshott Gardeners' Plant Sales 2026 — get 3!3&3
[ ] involved and support your Club! w

This year our ever popular main plant sale will be on Saturday 9" May.

We will also have plant sales at the Spring Show on Saturday 11" April and at the Summer
Show on Saturday 11" July.

Very many thanks to members who have already volunteered to help with this year's sales.
If you haven't yet sighed up and wish to help or need pots or trays then please email directly
to plantsales@grayshottgardeners.net

Thank you for all your support in making these centrepiece events a success.

Grayshott Gardeners Plant Sales team

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS

Annual
Plant Sale
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Jobs for this month - March

Gardening in March

(excerpts taken from the RHS website)
Spring arrives

Spring usually starts to arrive across the
country in March, and the longer days provide
the opportunity for an increasing range of
gardening tasks. It’s time to get busy
preparing seed beds and sowing seed, and it’s
your last chance to prune roses.

1. Prune bush and climbing roses

These general tips for
rose pruning will help you
improve the health and
lifespan of any rose.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/
plants/roses/pruning-
guide

2. Plant onion sets and shallots

Onions are such a
versatile vegetable —
they feature in so
many recipes, and
growing your own
means you’ll always
have them to hand.

3. Plant summer-flowering bulbs

Bulbs make a fine display planted in
containers or borders and are one of the
easiest and most rewarding garden plants
to grow.

Gladioli, lilies and
Eucomis are great
for adding summer |
interest.

More Jobs for this month

Lift and divide overgrown clumps of
perennials

Plant early potatoes
Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)

Cut back herbaceous perennials and
ornamental grasses that have been left
standing over winter

Keep a few dandelions in your garden to
support early bees, particularly pantaloon
bees

Start off dahlia tubers in pots or trays of
damp peat-free compost

Prune Buddleja to a low framework of
stems to encourage new flowering growth

Dates for your diary

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS

KEYNOTE LECTURE S
ring Show
Rosy Hardy p %h
RHS Master Grower 2021 Floral Art Inter-Village Cup
Plants for Shade  Tante, Flowsrs. Vegatables & Home produce

with Ho de API it Sale

Wednesday, 8th April 2026
Doors Open 7.15pm, Lecture at 8.00pm
Grayshott Village Holl
Visitors £8, Inter-village clubs £5
Free light refreshments
www.grayshottgardeners.net

Saiurduy, 1ith Aprll 2026
Grayshott Village Hall
2pm - 4pm
FREE ENTRY
www.grayshotigardeners.net

STONEHILL )"
AUTOMOTIVES

@homes
spomsors_ EBNOMES -tV el s i

Facebook
Did you know that Grayshott Gardeners has a
Facebook Page? You can find us here:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61560819910610
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GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

€) STONEHILL =,

AUTOMOTIVES

Car‘i'\é & Reliable Service From Our Family To Yours

'N.Yel
' 8.80.0.8_1

The highest Yell rated garage in the country!

NEW GARAGE

IN GRAYSHOTT

ALL MAKES & REPAIRS INcLUDING )

v MOT's

v Tures

v Vehicle Servicing inc. Hybrid

v/ Brakes

v/ EXNaUst, DPF & CAT's _ gcaAN MEI
v/ Suspension

v Clutch

v Timing Belts

v Air Conditioning Service

CHURCH LANE

GLEN ROAD

HEADLEY ROAD

= enquiries @ stonehillautomotives.co.uk
IGA @ www.stonehillautomotives.co.uk



GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

We could tell you why you should sell
your home with us, BUT...

Don't just take our word for it.

Exceptional Service from Start to Finish! We recently worked
with Homes Estate Agent in Grayshott and couldn't be more
impressed. The team was friendly, professional, and incredibly
knowledgeable about the local area. They made the entire
process smooth and stress-free, keeping us informed every step
of the way. Highly recommend to anyone buying or selling in
the area — truly a 5-star experience! T Sparks - August 2025

GOT THE JOB DONE WHEN NOBODY ELSE COULD

| cannot recommend Kevin and his team at Homes highly
enough. We had been on the market for nearly a year with less
than 10 viewings, most which were of very low quality. As soon
as we engaged Kevin he set to work identifying high quality
viewings with potential buyers who were ready to move.

R Apple - August 2025

?row/ porciory of

Grayshott Gardeners

Scan below to
book your free
property valuation

homes < ow2s772600

more Thom houges Q9 Headley Road, Grayshott




