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From the Main Committee
Welcome to a packed February

Newsletter with lots of great things to see
and read. With thanks to Karen Cozens
who puts this together every month.

A special welcome to our new members -
7 so far this year! Currently at 225
members we are one of the largest

gardening clubs in the locality, and this
enables us to attract a wide range of

speakers whilst holding our subs at £20
for another year - less than £2 per Club

Night.

We are also a very friendly and inclusive
club. It is noticeable how many people
turn up for Club Night soon after the
doors open at 7.15pm to have a tea or
coffee and chat to other

members.

So, if you haven’t been
along for a while it

would be great to see
you soon.

Graham Harvey-Browne
chair@grayshottgardeners.net

Member Photos

We wish to report the demise of cheques as a
method of payment.

Post offices no longer accept cheque deposits
for our bank, Lloyds, and a few others.

We have therefore taken the decision to stop
accepting cheques for payment of subs, visits
etc. We will continue to accept payment by

cash, BACs and card machine.

Well we couldn't not include a photo of our
President lazing around with his feet up!

We obviously all wish him a very speedy
recovery and of course our thoughts go out

to Nurse Judith!

Gordon Rae

Farewell to cheques
A POEM...

GLAD TO SEE YOU HOME
AGAIN SAFE AND SOUND.

MAYBE BUY A
BUNGALOW NEXT TIME

ROUND

and a selection from well
wishers

mailto:chair@grayshottgardeners.net


'There's always something to cut"
Thank you to all our members who took up the challenge to venture out into their garden
to pick some flowers in January! As you will see we had plenty of responses and some

very lovely arrangements and posies, many of them scented!

If you have any garden
photos that you would like
to share with our members
then please send them to

comms@grayshottgardeners.net

mailto:comms@grayshottgardeners.net


2026 Membership Renewal

Thank you to all our members who have already renewed their subscriptions for 2026.

The 2026 Handbooks and Membership Cards will be available to Members at the Club
Night onWednesday 11th February.

If you wish to pay by BACS you need to make your payment by the close of play on
Sunday 8th February in order to pick up your Handbook and Membership Card.

Other methods of payment are £20 cash, or by £20 on a credit/debit card. You can pay by
any of these methods at the Club Night and receive your Handbook and Membership

Card.

As mentioned earlier, please note that due to the Post Office now not processing
cheques we are unable to take payment by this method going forward.

EVENTS
If you wish to sign up for any of the events on the next page please contact

Carmen at:

events@grayshottgardeners.net

BACS payment details:

Account: Grayshott Gardeners
Sort Code: 30-93-94
Account: 00806355
Reference: Subs

Did you know that Grayshott Gardeners has a Facebook Page? You can find us
here:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560819910610

FACEBOOK

mailto:events@grayshottgardeners.net
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560819910610


EVENTS - 2026
FRIDAY 17th APRIL

VISIT TO VANN GARDEN, VANN LANE, HAMBLEDON, GU8 4EF

10.30am Meet there

£20 Members including tea / coffee & cake

This internationally renowned five-acre garden is formed by a series of ‘rooms’ which surround and
complement a family home dating from the 16th century. From the old Cottage Garden with delightfully
informal planting in a formal setting, to the robust Pergola of Bargate stone by W.D.Caröe, the Arts and
Crafts architect and great grandfather of the present owners, to the Water Garden, laid out and planted by
Gertrude Jekyll in 1911, and the newly designed and planted Centenary Garden, Vann offers inspiration to
expert and amateur gardeners alike.

TUESDAY 19th MAY

VISIT TO LITTLE BROOK FUCHSIAS, ASH GREEN, GU12 6HL

2.30pm Meet there

No charge. Includes tea / coffee (NUMBERS LIMITED TO 30)

Guided tour of specialist Fuchsia Nursery selling over 400 different types of
fuchsias from those with tiny flowers to large doubles.

FRIDAY 12th JUNE

VISIT TO APULDRAM ROSES, CHICHESTER, PO21 7EQ
10.30am Meet there

£8 Members including tea party in the rose garden

As well as a place to browse and buy roses, it is also a lovely spot to visit to enjoy the serenity of the gardens
or indulge in some tea and cake. Whether it's a beautiful sunny day or a rainy wet one, we will always find
you somewhere nice to relax on our nursery following a talk by the owner.

FRIDAY 26th JUNE

VISIT TO PEPPERPOT HERBS, ALTON, GU34 3HL

2.30pm Meet there

No charge

Commercial nursery producing over 500,000 herb plants annually. Approximately 90-minute guided tour

with opportunity to purchase plants. No refreshments available.



SHOWS - Focussing on Crafts
Here we are in February – the days are getting longer but sadly the weather isn’t improving. I
like bright, frosty days but all this rain - urgh! There is even standing water on one of our ‘free
draining’ borders! Unlike most of the classes in the Spring Show, Class 59 – Craft isn’t subject

to the vagaries of the British weather.

Grayshott Gardeners are a very talented group. Not only are they amazing growers of
flowers, vegetables and fruit; fabulous floral artists and great photographers; not forgetting
cake bakers and makers of preserves, pastries and egg dishes but some find time to put their
hands to crafts. In previous years, painters, knitters, potters, embroiderers, fusers of glass,

and even a Lego master, have exhibited their impressive works of art at our shows.

Given that it’s too wet to be out in the garden, how about spending time digging out and
completing an unfinished craft project or even dusting-off something you made ages ago? As
long as the item hasn’t been previously entered into a Grayshott Gardeners Show; is no larger

than 125cm all round (i.e. length + width + depth) with no single side being more than
110cm, then please do enter it into our Spring Show. Who knows, you might be the lucky

winner of a garden gift voucher!

Have fun crafting!

Janet Hall & Amanda Dowden (Craft Steward)



PLANT SALES

Grayshott Gardeners' Plant Sales 2026 – get involved and
support your Club!

This year our ever popular main plant sale will be on Saturday 9th May.

We will also have plant sales at the Spring Show on Saturday 11th April and at the Summer
Show on Saturday 11th July.

Very many thanks to members who have already volunteered to help with this year's sales.
We'll be keeping in touch with you in the coming weeks.

If you haven't yet signed up there's still plenty of time. We’d love to hear from you if you
can:

Donate plants: if you’re growing, sowing, dividing, splitting, potting up then you can help by
providing good quality plants for each of the sales.

Help out on the day: volunteer to help with collecting plants, setting up the hall, sales on the
day, caretaking stock between sales.

The plant sales team will have a table at the next meeting on 11th February where you can
find out more and pick up pots, trays and labels to get you started.

Look out for more details and sign up at the February Club night or email directly to
plantsales@grayshottgardeners.net if you can help our or want to get involved.

Thank you for all your support in making these centrepiece events a success.

Grayshott Gardeners Plant Sales team

plantsales@grayshottgardeners.net

mailto:plantsales@grayshottgardeners.net
mailto:plantsales@grayshottgardeners.net


My Potting Shed
Where’s your favourite place in the garden? Perhaps you have a space that is

your little escape from the world?

For me, it’s my potting shed………I know, I’m lucky to have one.

I hate being cooped up in the house in winter and spring and long to be outside
but some days the weather doesn’t oblige, and the potting shed provides a
perfect escape to get my hands in the soil without having to brave the

elements.

Winter provides a good opportunity to create some order from the previous season. Cleaning and
tidying tools, pots, labels, seed packets and sundries is therapeutic but something I would absolutely

hate doing in the house!

By late January, I’m sowing a few seeds, potting on, cleaning debris from over wintering plants and
filling my dustbins and containers with compost, perlite, grit and feeds so I’m ready for the busy

season ahead.

Now we are all using peat free composts I’ve taken to mixing my own
blends. I use a purchased compost specifically for seed and cuttings

and even then I may mix in a bit more sand or grit. For cuttings I make
a mix of multi-purpose compost, perlite, horticultural grit and topsoil.
The grit and perlite helping to make the mixture as free draining as

possible, so baby roots are not sitting in too much moisture.

For perennials that I have split to grow on I use the above mixture but
add some fertiliser such as Growmore or slow-release feed as they are
going to grow on in these pots for some time to come and will need

additional goodness.

By early February seeds, such as sweet peas can be sown and by March/April the potting shed is in
full swing with seed sowing, transplanting seedlings, potting on cuttings and sizing up perennials
which have been over wintered in smaller pots. This is when that winter sort out and compost

preparation comes into its own so that I can focus my time on the task in hand.

Summer is quieter in the shed as I want to be outside, but damp days provide an opportunity to
have a stock take and tidy up and make sure the space as bug free as possible before the tender

plants come in for winter storage in October and the whole process starts
all over again.

As you can see, I spend a lot of time in my little space. I’ve got a kettle and
radio and can often be found sitting ‘on the stoop’ with a cuppa with Misty
the cat contemplating the wonders of nature. Long may that continue.

Vanessa Thompson



CAN YOU HELP?

You will appreciate that the Club can only
survive with the generous time given by its
volunteers, both on and off the Committee.

Please consider if you can spare some time to
help. There are many opportunities to do so

without necessarily having to join the
Committee or committing yourself on a regular
basis. For example – helping occasionally in the
kitchen with refreshments or to man the sign-in
table or programme board. Maybe to help with

one of our plant sales.

This year, John & Janet Hall can’t attend either of the shows, so
the Committee needs a volunteer(s) to organise and run the

tombola at both shows in 2026. These are a fun and profitable
way to swell club funds and aren’t too much hard work – honest!
Full instructions, raffle tickets etc provided. John and Janet will
still be able to run the March, September and Christmas raffles.

The more people we have the more we can share the load and provide more for our Club
members and it goes without saying that it's a lovely way to meet other

members and make new friends.

Please contact me if you can help or want more information.
Graham chair@grayshottgardeners.net

mailto:chair@grayshottgardeners.net


Defibrillators in Village Hall

To All Users of Grayshott Village Hall – for information

I am pleased to advise you that two defibrillators have been installed at the Village Hall.

One is located in The Studio

The other is located in the main
kitchen for the users of the Main

Hall, Small Hall, Common Room and
Meeting Room.

Hopefully you won’t ever need to use them but the operation of the defibrillators is
automatic once the lid is opened and voice commands guide you through the procedure (the

illustrated card on the front of the unit provides basic guidance).

Previous experience or first aid qualification/training is not necessary however here is a link
to a professionally recorded full demonstration training session including FAQs for further

information.

https://vimeo.com/557677120/e7524918c5

Stephen Penny
Chairman

Grayshott & Hindhead Institute & Village Hall
Regd. Charity No: 301837

* * *

Message from Stephen Penny:

'Many thanks to Grayshott Gardeners for their generosity in donating
£100 towards the purchase of the defibrillators'

https://vimeo.com/557677120/e7524918c5


January Meeting

NOTE: A CHANGE TO THE HANDBOOK
PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 2026

’The Function and Value of
Trees'

Jonathan Newell

The meeting will be held in
Grayshott Village Hall

Wednesday 11th February 2026
Free refreshments

Doors open at 7.15pm ready for the
meeting to begin at 8pm.

February Meeting

'Growing a Cutting Garden'
Helier Bowling

More details on the talk can be found at:
grayshottgardeners.net/

Helier can be found at:
https://www.instagram.com/

garden_goddess_uk

Grayshott Gardeners is delighted to
welcome Jonathan Newell this month.
Jonathan is an RHS Public Engagement

Officer, based at Wisley.

He organises Hilltop Live and sources
internal and external speakers to give
engaging seasonal talks to visitors. He

also leads tree walks with RHS
volunteers twice a month, sharing his
knowledge and enthusiasm to make

them more confident guides.

When not doing all of that Jonathan
runs a YouTube channel called

EcoGeeko, where he talks about trees.
Do come along and join us to hear all

about it.

Helier Bowling & Sue Wheeler

Jan Bebbington
seen here showing
the ropes to our
new Plant Sales

Coordinator - a very
warm welcome to

Jo Smithson!

January is always a very busy night on the
sign in desk, ably manned by Gleny,

Graham, Carmen & camera shy Alan :-)

Thank you to all
those signing up to
grow plants for the
various 2026 plant
sales - hopefully
inspired by Helier

https://grayshottgardeners.net/?p=8407
https://www.instagram.com/garden_goddess_uk/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/garden_goddess_uk/?hl=en


Jobs for this month - February

1. Prepare vegetable seed beds, and sow some
vegetables under cover

Knowing which vegetables to
sow where, when and how
means you can maintain

constant supplies throughout
the season.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/
vegetables/seeds-sowing

Gardening in February
(excerpts taken from the RHS website)

Spring is in sight

This month there are signs of the approaching
spring, with bulbs appearing and wildlife waking
up as day length and temperatures increase.
There’s plenty to do indoors this month to

prepare for the season ahead. Outdoors, as the
garden comes to life again, it’s time to prune
certain shrubs and climbers, such as Wisteria.

More Jobs for this month
Net fruit and vegetable crops to keep the birds off

Prune winter-flowering shrubs that have finished
flowering

Divide bulbs such as snowdrops, and plant those
that need planting 'in the green'

Prune Wisteria

Renovate overgrown hedges with pruning

Prune conservatory climbers such as bougainvillea

At end of month, start cutting back deciduous
ornamental grasses to allow new growth to come

through

2. Chit potato tubers

It’s important with
earlies, and a good idea
with maincrops, to ‘chit’

the seed potatoes
before planting. This

means allowing them to
start sprouting shoots.

3. Protect blossom on apricots, nectarines and
peaches

Most top fruit and soft
fruit are very hardy but
once they start into
growth in spring,

flowers and buds are
especially vulnerable
to frost and may need
protection to crop

well.

https://www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/fruit-trees/frost-
protection

Date for your diary

Back copies of 'The Garden'

Julia Tarento has a collection of back
copies of The Garden magazine (last 15
years) and is wondering if any of our

members are interested in having them. If
so please contact Julia direct on

jctarento@gmail.com or 07704 646585

https://www.rhs.org.uk/vegetables/seeds-sowing
https://www.rhs.org.uk/vegetables/seeds-sowing
https://www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/fruit-trees/frost-protection
https://www.rhs.org.uk/fruit/fruit-trees/frost-protection
mailto:jctarento@gmail.com


GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

 
www.stonehillautomotives.co.uk

MOT’s
Tyres
Vehicle Servicing inc. Hybrid
Brakes
Exhaust, DPF & CAT’s

Suspension
Clutch
Timing Belts
Air Conditioning Service

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

The Avenue  |  Grayshott  |  Surrey  |  GU26 6LA

enquiries@ stonehillautomotives.co.uk   

CHURCH LANE

HEADLEY ROAD

FIND US HERE!
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CROSSWAYS ROAD

Caring & Reliable Service From Our Family To Yours

SCAN ME!

ALL MAKES & REPAIRS INCLUDING 

T 01428 713732

IN GRAYSHOTT
NEW GARAGE

OUR
NEW
HOME!

'



GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

Exceptional Service from Start to Finish! We recently worked
with Homes Estate Agent in Grayshott and couldn't be more
impressed. The team was friendly, professional, and incredibly
knowledgeable about the local area. They made the entire
process smooth and stress-free, keeping us informed every step
of the way. Highly recommend to anyone buying or selling in
the area — truly a 5-star experience! T Sparks - August 2025

GOT THE JOB DONE WHEN NOBODY ELSE COULD
I cannot recommend Kevin and his team at Homes highly
enough. We had been on the market for nearly a year with less
than 10 viewings, most which were of very low quality. As soon
as we engaged Kevin he set to work identifying high quality
viewings with potential buyers who were ready to move.
 R Apple - August 2025

We could tell you why you should sell
your home with us, BUT...

Don't just take our word for it.

01428 772699

 Grayshott Gardeners 

Proud sponsors of 

Scan below to
book your free

property valuation

Headley Road, Grayshott

'


