From the Main Committee

The most exciting part of November for
me is the daily checking of my Amaryllis
bulbs (note to self — must reflect carefully
on that). | plant them every year at the
end of October, in tall glass vases with
gravel at the base, with the aim being to
get them to flower at Christmas.

| first came across Amaryllis as a child,
when my Mum was gifted one. She had
never heard of them, but she dutifully
planted the bulb, and we watched with
fascination as it grew and grew and grew.
“The Day of the Triffids” had just been on
the BBC, and it had left us all a little
nervous of plants, particularly ones that
seemed to visibly grow whilst you
watched them. The resulting flower spike
was fantastic. It was also top heavy —and
ended up in a heap on the carpet.

The daily ritual of checking for growth is
probably more satisfying because nothing
in the garden is visibly growing very
much. Although all the roots are loving
this time of year, there’s not much to see.
So my Amaryllis fill that gap.

Last year, they didn’t get the memo. They
sulked all of November, December,
January and February. It was only when |
announced that | was going to banish
them to the compost heap that they
finally decided to perform, and | had
beautiful blooms for Easter Sunday!
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SHOWS

It’s never too early to start planning for the
next GG Show! Many thanks to those who
collected bulbs from our October meeting
to pot up and enter into our Spring Show.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Wednesday 10 December
Once again, our Christmas Raffle will be
held in aid of the local Food Bank,
supporting those in need in our
community. As in 2024, you will receive a
free raffle ticket in return for EACH item
you bring for the food bank. The three
lucky winners of the raffle will each receive
a wonderful hamper full of Christmas
goodies. In addition, all profits made from
the sale of raffle tickets on the night will
also be donated to the Food Bank.
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CAN YOU HELP?

You will appreciate that the Club can only
survive with the generous time given by its
volunteers, both on and off the Committee.

Please consider if you can spare some time to
help. There are many opportunities to do so
without necessarily having to join the
Committee or committing yourself on a regular
basis. For example — helping occasionally in the
kitchen with refreshments or to man the sign-in
table or programme board. Maybe to help with
one of our plant sales.

Next year we are looking for a couple of people to run the Tombola at the Spring Show and /

or Summer Show — full instructions, raffle
tickets etc provided.

The more people we have the more we can
share the load and provide more for our Club
members and it goes without saying that it's a
lovely way to meet other members and make

new friends.

Please contact me if you can help or want more information.

Graham chair@grayshottgardeners.net
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Community Bulb Giveaway

Squire’s Garden Centres Community Bulb
Giveaway brought smiles and spades out in
force this week as Grayshott Gardeners
received a donation of beautiful British-grown
daffodil bulbs from Squire’s Frensham.

Squire’s Garden Centres give away over 20,000
bulbs to 43 community projects across its 17
centres, helping to bring colour, joy and
community spirit to local spaces next spring.
Squire’s latest initiative provided support to
schools, community gardens, charities and
volunteer groups — organisations that make a
real difference in local areas.

In partnership with Grayshott Parish Council, Grayshott Gardeners were successful with an
application to the Squires Garden Centres Community Bulb Giveaway for an allocation of
bulbs and our chairman, Graham Harvey-Browne, collected the bulbs from the Frensham

Centre Manager, David Houghton (seen above).

The bulbs will be planted in

Eccott Green to enrich the

existing ribbon of February
Gold daffodils that runs

B through the centre with a

# complementary mid- to late-

season variety. This will
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creating a longer-lasting

W4 display of spring colour for
N the enjoyment of all.

Eccott Green on Headley Road is a prominent public space acquired by Grayshott Parish
Council in 2011 and has become a cherished feature of the village thanks to ongoing
investment in its landscape. Positioned along a well-travelled route, it offers a tranquil,
welcoming environment enhanced by mature trees, seating, and seasonal planting.
Grayshott Gardeners have long supported its upkeep, and 1st Advanced Landscapes have
kindly agreed to support this project with planting of the bulbs in mid - November.



Visit to Wisley

On 30th September, a group of 19 Grayshott Gardeners’
members visited Wisley. The weather was glorious and all
the layers that were worn in anticipation of whatever the
weather was going to bring became redundant as the sun
shone reminiscent of a summer’s day. On arrival we were

greeted with tea and coffee and introduced to our tour
guides, who

spent the
next two hours showing us the gardens and
giving us a lot of background information on its
history and plants. The day could not have
been more perfect: from identifying the oldest
tree in Wisley, which is such a tiny specimen,
to acknowledging the way forward with
climate change and appropriate planting that
can cope with both drought and copious
rainfall, the gardens continue to evolve

spectacularly. One of the joys of having a guide as you walk around is that you get to focus
on individual plants as well as specific details, which you tend to miss when trying to see as
much as possible on a normal visit. The time flew by as we enjoyed the many wondrous
sights available to us and the changing colours that were heralding autumn.

After our tours, we had the most
delicious lunch served in the Tulip
room and despite feeling like an
afternoon nap was in order, we

- had time to revisit sights from
£% this morning, walk around and of
course, visit the shops. Numerous
plants/shrubs were purchased
before setting off in the coach to
return to Grayshott.




Also at Wisley

One of our members visited Wisley again a few weeks later to find an amazing Autumnal
display put together by the RHS Edibles Team. Certainly makes me want to grow some
pumpkins next year - thanks to Alison Lang for this lovely photo!

If any of our members have photos of their own garden bounty this year then please send
me your photos for inclusion in the December newsletter comms@grayshottgardeners.net.
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October Meeting November Meeting

KEYNOTE LECTURE
This month is set aside for our

Matthew Wilson Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Dynamic Plantmg: Combmmg which will be followed by cheese and wine

Plants, Materials and Place’ and a light-hearted quiz.

Matthew Wilson seen here with Gordon Rae & Sue Wheeler

A very entertaining and well received talk
by Matthew Wilson at our October Club
Night Keynote Lecture.

The meeting will be held in

Grayshott Village Hall

Matthew can be found at Wednesday 12" November 2025
www.matthewwilsongardens.com/ Free refreshments

Doors open at 7.15pm ready for the

More details are available on our website: meeting to begin at 8pm.

www.grayshottgardeners.net



https://www.matthewwilsongardens.com/
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Jobs for this month - November

Gardening in November

(excerpts taken from the RHS website)

Enjoy the last burst of autumn colour

As the final golden leaves fall from the trees, the
ground more frequently becomes a glittering
carpet of frost. Tender plants will need protecting
from the cold and winter weather. Move plants
into the greenhouse, or into a sheltered spot, but
if you can’t, it is worth wrapping plants or pots.
Remember winter can be a tough time for birds,
so keep water and food well topped up.

1. Clear up fallen leaves — especially from
ponds, lawns and beds

Ponds are a lovely addition
to any garden and can
provide a rich habitat fora §

range of wildlife. i
Occasional cleaning and
regular maintenance are

required to ensure water is
healthy for fish and other
wildlife.

2. Raise containers onto pot feet to
prevent waterlogging

In wet weather, raise
pots up off the ground
on ‘feet’ or similar to
keep the bottom of the
pot out of standing
water.

3. Divide herbaceous perennials

Tulips are popular bulbs,
valued for their brilliant
flower colours and
shapes. Plant in autumn
for a colourful spring

varieties for pots, taller
stems for borders or

small-bloomed species

for naturalising in lawns.

More Jobs for this month

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock
Plant out winter bedding

Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a
problem

Insulate outdoor containers from frost — hessian
sacking or re-used bubblewrap work well

Sow some sweet peas indoors, putting them in a
cold frost-free place as soon as they germinate

Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into
the garden

Don’t burn your woody waste — compost it or
recycle into dead hedges or log piles

Date for your diary

N

e

GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS
The secrets of garden
design
Nick Turrell

Wednesday, 10th December 2025

Doors Open 7.15pm, Lecture at 8.00pm
Grayshott Village Hall

Visitors (always welcome) £5
Free light refreshments
www.grayshottgardeners.net
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Facebook

Did you know that Grayshott Gardeners
has a Facebook Page?

You can find us here:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61560819910610
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GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY
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Car‘i'\é & Reliable Service From Our Family To Yours
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The highest Yell rated garage in the country!

NEW GARAGE

IN GRAYSHOTT

ALL MAKES & REPAIRS INcLUDING )

v MOT's

v Tures

v Vehicle Servicing inc. Hybrid

v/ Brakes

v/ EXNaUst, DPF & CAT's _ gcaAN MEI
v/ Suspension

v Clutch

v Timing Belts

v Air Conditioning Service

CHURCH LANE

GLEN ROAD

HEADLEY ROAD

= enquiries @ stonehillautomotives.co.uk
IGA @ www.stonehillautomotives.co.uk



GRAYSHOTT GARDENERS' SPONSORED BY

We could tell you why you should sell
your home with us, BUT...

Don't just take our word for it.

Exceptional Service from Start to Finish! We recently worked
with Homes Estate Agent in Grayshott and couldn't be more
impressed. The team was friendly, professional, and incredibly
knowledgeable about the local area. They made the entire
process smooth and stress-free, keeping us informed every step
of the way. Highly recommend to anyone buying or selling in
the area — truly a 5-star experience! T Sparks - August 2025

GOT THE JOB DONE WHEN NOBODY ELSE COULD

| cannot recommend Kevin and his team at Homes highly
enough. We had been on the market for nearly a year with less
than 10 viewings, most which were of very low quality. As soon
as we engaged Kevin he set to work identifying high quality
viewings with potential buyers who were ready to move.

R Apple - August 2025

?row/ porciory of

Grayshott Gardeners

Scan below to
book your free
property valuation

homes < ow2s772600

more Thom houges Q9 Headley Road, Grayshott




