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From The Chair

Dear Members

As many of you are aware I will be
standing down as Chair of Grayshott

Gardeners at the AGM on 8th November.

At the AGM you will have the opportunity
to elect a new committee, although some

existing members are willing to offer
themselves for re-election.

Thank you for your support to the club
and me over the last two years. As you
know it has not always been easy for the

Committee, who have all worked
exceedingly hard to ensure the club as a
whole has progressed. I am certain with

your continued support that will
continue.

Although leaving the committee, I will
offer my support outside the committee
by being the club photographer, which

includes producing the videos which have
proven to be helpful.

With sincere thanks

JOHN

It is with great sadness we announce one
of our longest standing members

Nesta Roberts has died. Our condolences
go out to her husband Bob who is also a
long serving member. We will announce
funeral details when they are available.

Paintings for Sale

At the AGM on 8th November Jan will be
displaying some of her beautiful

watercolours. As you can imagine, they
will feature mostly flowers and plants

from her garden.

For those wishing to buy, prices range
from £15 to £45 and will be unframed
giving you the opportunity to choose
what frame would best suit your

surroundings. Payment can be made by
cash, cheque or bank card.

Jan is very kindly donating the proceeds
to Grayshott Gardeners and just keeping a
small amount to replenish her paints and

brushes as they wear out!

Sale of original watercolours by

Jan Bebbington

Obituary



Colour in the late autumn and winter is
always welcome.

Mahonias will fill the bill. Mahonias are
evergreen shrubs with dark green, glossy,
spiky leaves, carrying terminal spires or
clusters of bright yellow flowers at the
back end of the year, followed by green
berries turning black as they ripen. As the
leaves age they provide a good range of

autumn and winter colours.

Mahonias are native to North and Central
America, Asia and the Himalayas where
they are found in and on the edges of

woodland.

Included within the family Berberidaceae,
Mahonias are closely relation to Berberis.

There are some 70 different species.

Plant of the Month
Mahonia

Gordon Rae VMH

The most common garden species is
Mahonia aquifolium the ‘Oregon Grape’.
Mahonias will thrive in sun, partial and
even full shade. They will grow in most
soils, preferring a moist well drained site.
They will tolerate dry shade. As different
species and varieties vary from a low
growing shrub to 5m high with a 3m

spread, they are suited as ground cover
up to a hedge.

All in all, a worthy garden plant for
Grayshott.

Mahonias are fully hardy in the UK,
generally pest free and easy to maintain
with judicious pruning. Remove old wood,
keep the centre open and keep pruned to

the height required.

Mahonias can be propagated from semi-
ripe cuttings taken in late summer to
early winter, cuttings being placed in a
mix of sharp sand and potting compost.

Spires of flowers

Autumn leaf colour

In full flower

Grown as a hedge

Unripe berries

Ready for pruning



October Meeting

This month is set aside for our

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

which will be followed by cheese and
wine.

Just a reminder, there remain vacancies
on the committee. If you would like to
help and participate in running your
club, please complete and return the

attached nomination form at the end of
this newsletter.

'A guide to growing and displaying cut
flowers.'

by Benjamin Pope

Ben gave a very interesting and informative
talk about the different flowers that can be
grown in your own garden along with the
many and varied methods of display.

He recommended that flowers can be
arranged together with other garden foliage,

pointing out that it is environmentally
friendly and inexpensive to use what you

have in your own garden.

Ben suggested staggering the planting of
flowers so that you always have flowers to
pick. He also suggested that seeds were a
good way of cultivating favourite flowers as
they are cheap and can be brought on easily.

It was noted that the best time to cut flowers
is first thing in the morning. The key is to rest
not rush. After cutting, put the stems in a

bucket of clean water and leave for 24 hours
to soak up the water.

Ben went on to talk about the importance of
displaying flowers saying that the container
forms half of the arrangement. He advised
us to think about the weight of the display
and to consider using wires and flower frogs
for structure. His interesting tip was that

junk shops are a great place to find
interesting receptacles.

The meeting will be held in
Grayshott Village Hall

Wednesday 8th November 2023
Doors open at 7.15pm ready for the

meeting to begin at 8pm.

November Meeting

More details of the presentation can be
found on our website

www.grayshottgardeners.net



Jobs for this month

1. Clear up fallen leaves - especially from
lawns, ponds and beds

Ponds are a lovely addition to any garden
and can provide a rich habitat for a range

of wildlife. Occasional cleaning and
regular maintenance are required to

ensure water is healthy for fish and other
wildlife.

Gardening in November
(excerpts taken from the RHS website)

Leaves are falling rapidly, and wind and
rain are on the increase. Tender plants

will need protecting from frost, gales and
freezing rains. Move plants into the

greenhouse, or into a sheltered spot, but
if you can't, it is worth wrapping plants or
pots. Remember winter can be a tough
time for birds in terms of water and food,

so keep supplies well topped up.

More Jobs for this month

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock

Plant out winter bedding

Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are
a problem

Insulate outdoor containers from frost -
bubblewrap works well

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees
using grease bands around the trunks

Put out bird food to encourage winter
birds into the garden

Use a seasonal bonfire - where this is
allowed - to dispose of excess debris unfit

for composting

3. Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display
next year

Tulips are amongst the most popular of
bulbs, valued for their brilliant flower

colours and shapes. Plant in autumn for a
show of spring flowers. Choose from a

large range to suit the situation.

2. Raise containers onto pot feet to
prevent waterlogging

In wet weather, raise pots up off the
ground on ‘feet’ or similar to keep the
bottom of the pot out of the water and

prevent compost freezing.



 

    Annual General Meeting 2023 

NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE 2024 

The new Committee will be elected at the AGM to be held at 
Grayshott Village Hall, Headley Road, Grayshott, on Wednesday 
8th November 2022 at 8pm. 
 
Nominations for potential committee members to serve on the 2024 
Committee are invited from the membership. 

 
Please use the slip below and either email to 
secretary@grayshottgardeners.net in advance or hand to the 
Secretary at the meeting before 7:30pm. 

 
 

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE 2024 

We, the undersigned, nominate 
 
………………………………………….. (Name in capitals please) 

For the election to the Grayshott Gardeners Committee 2024 

Proposed: …………………………….. (Name in capitals please) 

Seconded: ……………………………. (Name in capitals please) 

Email address of nominee: 

…………………………………………. 
 


