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From The Chair Hidden Gardens

Dear Members,
A big thank you to all the members
who supported Jan and her team, both
by giving plants and equally, their time
in preparing for the Plant Sale. We
achieved sales in excess £1,500, a
resounding success for you and your
team Jan, thank you all.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 14th

June when the RHS Fruit specialist, Jim
Arbury will be speaking to us about
fruit for a small garden. These key
people fromWisley always give
us unexpected advice which makes our
gardening easier, so something to look
forward to.
Best wishes.

JOHN.

Whether you were involved in Hidden
Gardens or not, and a number of us
were, what wonderful weather we had
on the days we were open as well as
the days leading up to help us prepare.
For once the late spring was in our
favour giving us a wider display of
colour.

Keen gardeners
came in their
droves

They
bought as
much as
they could

The exhausted
helpers were left
with just one
table of plants!



Carpenteria Californica
No prizes for guessing from whence the
‘Tree Anemone’ originates. In the wild it
is found on dry, granitic slopes in
California USA.

Not surprisingly it thrives in this country
in a warm, south facing spot either in the
ground or, as ours does, in a large pot.

It is an upright shrub, but does tend to get
leggy after a few years. The evergreen
leaves are
lanceolate
and
leathery,
the large
green buds
prominent.
The plants
crowning
glory is the
flower in
summer.
Flowers are large, open, pure white bowls
with a mass of bright yellow stamens at
the centre, which attract a wide range of
pollinating insects, followed by beak
shaped seed pods.
Although native to California it has

survived the Grayshott winters.

Carpenteria is a show stopper when in
flower in our front, south facing garden,
and is reliable year after year

Plant of the Month
.

Now most of the dirt has been scrubbed
from my fingernails I can write my report
on the May Plant Sale, which due to much
activity over the previous months, was a
triumph on the day. Within an hour the
tables were almost bare and the queue of
customers who had waited for the doors
to open went away satisfied - I hope. We
raised over £1500.

I would like to thank my team of helpers
who potted on, propagated, labelled and
cleaned up pots and transported them to
the Hall on the evening prior to the Sale. I
couldn’t have done it without you. This is
beginning to sound like an Oscar speech
but without the posh dress.

There will be another Plant Sale at the
Summer Show on 15th July. Please come
and support us to enable Grayshott
Gardeners to flourish and provide the
varied programme of excellent
speakers that we have all come to
enjoy.
Jan Bebbington

Plant Sales Organiser

Plant Sale



May Meeting

It is our great pleasure to welcome
Jim Arbury

to the club this month for his talk:-
Fruit for a Small Garden

Jim, having
spent much of
his career as a
fruit specialist at
RHS Wisley is
very well

qualified to pass
on his

experience and
inspire

members to
grow fruit no

matter how small their garden.

We look forward to hearing how to grow
apples and
pears in pots
and how to
improve our
strawberry

and raspberry
beds.

We all need a
bit of fruit in
our lives and
gardens!

'Pottering with Pottage'
by Matthew Pottage

We were delighted to welcome
Matthew Pottage to speak to us at
Grayshott Gardeners this month.
With Wisley just up the road, it is a

garden that many of us know and love
– so it was fascinating to get a peek

behind the scenes. For example, next
time we walk down the beautiful

avenue of cherry trees that flank the
new Garden entrance we will

remember what it is like to have a
shopping list of 150 semi-mature
cherry trees (white flowering only
please), all of which have to be

quarantined for a year whilst they are
closely monitored for pests and
diseases. This is gardening on a

gigantic scale.

The meeting will be held in

Grayshott Village Hall

Wednesday May10th 2023

Light refreshments will be served

Doors open at 7.15pm ready for the lecture
to begin at 8pm.

June Meeting

More details and pictures can be found
on our Web Site

www.grayshottgardeners.net



Jobs for this month

1. Position
summer
hanging
baskets and
containers
outside

Choose
vibrant bedding plants for a short-term
show or herbs, shrubs and evergreens for
a long-lasting display.

2. Be water-
wise, especially
in drought-
affected areas

Watering is key to growing plants well, so
here we look at how to get it just right.
This not only means providing the water
our gardens need, but using it wisely.

More Jobs for this month

4. Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads
and early potatoes

5. Hoe borders regularly to keep down
weeds

6. Mow lawns at least once a week –
but consider leaving some areas uncut
for wildlife

7. Plant out summer bedding

8. Stake tall or floppy plants

9.Prune many spring-flowering shrubs

10.Shade greenhouses to keep them
cool and prevent scorch

Gardening in June

Summer Arrives

June 21 is the longest day of the year, and
the extra light and warmth encourages
the garden to put on an exuberant burst
of growth. But this extra light and warmth
also means weeds will sprout up from
seemingly nowhere. Keep on top of them
by hoeing regularly in dry conditions.

3. Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes

Removing the side-shoots is simple –
every time you water, check the plant for
any shoots sprouting just above each leaf,
from the joint between the leaf and the
stem.


